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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Jayakrishna AMBATI 
Application No.: 10/685,705 
Filed: October 16, 2003 



Customer Number: 20277 
Confirmation Number: 6795 
Group Art Unit: 1632 
Examiner: Anne Marie FALK 



For: METHODS AND ANIMAL MODEL FOR ANALYZING AGE-RELATED MACULAR 
DEGENERATION 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is in response to the restriction requirement mailed July 3, 2006. Accordingly, this 
response is due on or before August 3, 2006. 

The Examiner requires restriction to one of the following groups of claims for 

prosecution in the above-referenced application: 

Group I Claims 1-38, directed to a method of screening candidate drugs 
using Ccl2-deficient, Ccr2-deficient or Ccl2-deficient/Ccr2- , 
deficient mice; and the dual knockout mice; 

Group II Claims 29 and 30, directed to methods of 
monitoring expression of Ccr2; 

Group III Claims 31 and 32, directed to methods of 

monitoring the effects of expression of Ccl2 in a 
Ccl2-/- mouse; 

Group IV Claim 33, directed to methods of monitoring the 

effects of expression of Ccl2, Ccr2 or both in Ccl2- 
deficient mice; 
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Group V 



Claim 34, directed to a method of identifying 
mutations; 



Group VI 



Claims 35 and 36, directed to an expression vector; 



Group VII 



Claim 37, directed to a method of screening 
mutations; and 



Group VIII 



Claim 38, directed to a method for preparing a 
medicament for treating or preventing AMD. 



Applicant elects with traverse Group I, including claims 1-28 for prosecution in the 
subject application. It is respectfully submitted that the restriction requirement is too narrowly 
drawn and that, in particular, Groups II, III, and IV, should be rejoined with Group I, because it 
is not an undue burden on the Examiner to search methods of screening for effects of the several 
substances on the eyes of Ccl2-deficient or Ccr2-deficient mice, particularly because the effects 
observed in the method of Group I are also necessarily observed in the methods of Groups II-IV. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 




Blair R. Lanier 
Registration No. 56,910 



600 13 m Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 BRL:brl 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: July 17, 2006 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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